275. LETTER TO JAMNADAS GAMDHI

[GAPE TOWN,]
Phagan Sud 2, 1970 [February 26, 1914]

CHI. JAMNADAS,

I see that you and Manilal have for once failed to understand
me. Had I thought that it was for your good to keep you, I would
not have sent you away merely to serve my convenience. I could
not have fought against the atmosphere here. You have no idea
of how subtle its effect can be. . . .* I noted Dr. Gool's priceless
worth long before any of you did. However, just as I recognize
similar worth in you and yet consider you weak and mere children,
and would hesitate to place anyone under your charge, much in the
same way I would hesitate to place innocent youths like you under
Dr, GooPs influence. Dr. Gool himself knows that he is a mere child.
He knows his shortcomings too and that is the reason he has kept his
own brother away from him. * . .is rash and passionate. I do
not want to see such rashness and passion in you. You have not
acquired the discrimination of the swan2. If you had, there would
have been no occasion for me to criticize you so harshly. You have
found my excess of love scorching on this occasion. That hap-
pens. Calm yourself down, though. I have not acted without think-
ing. You are wrong in charging me with arguing like a lawyer.
Once before also you said this. I find from experience that I poss-
ess in an especial degree the gift of analysis and of discriminating
right from wrong and, in the result, my nice arguments sound like
special pleading to others. All the same, you may unhesitatingly
say whatever you wish to in self-defence or with a view to putting
me right. That is your duty. I insist on your continuing to write
to me. Ba is just die same* The danger is not over,

Blessings from

BAPU

[From Gujarati]
Jwamu Parodk

1 Some words arc mimg here in the source.
2Fabfcd to have the gift of separating milk from water